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S E R M O N, &c 


MATTHEW 6. 11. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 


NYAVIOUR of the world, ſuch was 
thy divine leſſon to ignorance and want! 
Not the ſolitary prayer of the churl ; but 
the comprehenſive wiſh of charity itſelf. 
How wiſely, bleſſed Jeſus, doſt thou direct 
our attention to the neceſſities of our fellows 
creatures, in the very moment, we are 
earneſtly ſolicitious for our own ! Wrapt up 
in ſordidneſs, man feels not for the diſtreſſes 
of his kind, but only by thoſe grieyances, 
| 0 that 
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that preſs upon himſelf; yet, as he has 
this never failing criterion to determine on 
the evils, that claim his beneficence, he 
will, therefore, ſtand excuſeleſs, in the 
ſight of his Creator, for the negligence of 
a duty, interwoven in his frame. 


But it is not in the heart alone, that God 
has ſtamped the precepts of affection. The 
whole tenor of his goſpel diſplays it to our 
ſight. And that nothing might be wanting 
to the clearneſs of command, the Almighty 
has himſelf ſet before us the example. The 
Lord of worlds has deſcended from ſublimi- 
ty of glory, and cloathed himfelf with 
carth for a model to mankind. Hear, on 
this occaſion, the expreflive language of 
benevolence :—*< Even as I have loved 
you, ſo love ye one another.” Is there a 
wound, O God, which thou haſt born for 
our infirmities, but brands us with ingrati- 
tude, for our flighteſt inattention tothe 
ſufferings of want? Shall the King of Hea- 
ven diſrobe himſelf of majeſty and glory, 

| | ang 


TT 
and voluntarily putting on poverty and 
ſhame, endure the acuteſt human miſeri2s 
for the redemption of his creature ; and 
ſhall ke, worm as he is, ſo highly favoured 


by a being, whom no frailty of his own 
could ſtimulate to ſympathy, ſhameleſly 


refuſe compaſſion to the exigencies of his 


fellow, of which he cannot be inſenfible, 
while he contemplates himſelf? 


Obduracy, thy doom is fixed as it is 
dreadful. The voice of indignation has ir- 
revocably decreed, that © whoſoever turn- 
eth away his face from his poor brother, 
the face of the Lord ſhall be turned away 
from him.” Who is ſo abandoned by grace, 
who is ſo hardened in wickedneſs, who is 
ſo inebriated by worldly proſperity, as not 
to tremble at a denunciation of fo terrible 
an import ? 


To fear God is the beginning of wiſdom. 


With reverence, then, my brethren, let 


us examine that duty, which 1s, at once, 


B 2 ſo 
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ſo ſtrenuouſly, and ſo awfully enjoined us. 
We will thus the more accurately conform 
to his pleaſure, whoſe anger is hell, and. 
its duration eternity. Let the words of 

adoration be the guidance of reſearch, 
They are as clear, as they are comprchen- 
five, © Give us this day our daily bread.” 
What is it, man of opulence thou prayeſt 
for? Thou, who art filled with the abun- 
dance of this life ?—Plenty greets thee with 
{miles in every corner of thy habitation ; 
Nor is thy eye ſhocked by indigence, un- 
leſs thou meet it in the ſtreets. The choi- 
ceſt viands of the globe appear upon thy 
board, and the inclemency of ſeaſon is bade 
defiance by thy cloathing. Tranquillity 
furniſhes thy pillow with its down, and 
thou riſeſt from thy bed with the vigour of 
the morn, In the midſt of this felicity, 
ſon of fortune, doſt thou crave. And is 
food too, the object of this earneſtneſs of 
aſking ?—It cannot be the bread of earth; 
for with that, thou art already ſatiate. It is 


zhe food of heaven, therefore, that thou 
| ſcekeſt; 


1 


ſeekeſt: Then, by thine own hunger, 
make an eſtimate of thy needy fellow 
creature's, 


& It is not by bread alone, that man doth 
live, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God,” Of what avail 
is that charity, which reſpects the frailties 


of the body, if the intereſts of the ſoul, have 


not likewiſe our attention ?—Worthleſs is 
the morſel, which is given at our gate, if 


the eye of gratitude. be not taught direction 


to the author of all bounty. What is our 


humanity, in removing the aſperities of 
this life, if we are negligent in ſmoothing 


the road to life eternal? Ho earneſtly - 


are we exhorted, how ſtrictly are we com- 
manded, how dreadfully are we threatned 
to miniſter to want? And how vainly do 
we fancy we perform the requiſition, when 
we dole out our r charity to the ſuſtenance of 
earth ? Was! this; 'blefſed Jeſus; (ke object 
of thy miſſion? Was it for this, the hand 
#beruclsy preſſed. the thorgs. pn thy head? 


* Was 
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1 
Was it for this, the pangs of agony produ- 
ced thy bloody ſweat ?—Was it for this thou 
wert with ignominy nailed upon the croſs? 
— Was it for this, the callous ruffian drove 
the ſpear into thy fide? Lamb of God! 
Immortality could alone be an object of 
miſeries ſo extraordinary, at once, and 
excruciating as thine Immortality! Yes, 
my beloved, immortality is the legacy our 
dying Saviour has bequeathed us, but a le- 
gacy we cannot have, by other means, 
than what obtained it. Charity, Chriſti- 


ans] procured the bread of life; charity 
my brethren mult preſerve it too, 


Let us attend the ſteps of our benefacor, 
and we will fee charity impreſſed in them 
whatever ways he traverſed :—In his de- 
ſcent to earth -in his cloathing himſelf 
with fc in e under inju- 


a aß 2 in iT the wilderneſs ; _— 2 
den Wat £54 akte My ml, in bis an- 


gui in the garden; in his fufferings on 


the croſs; - h paackioy; —ia U nn 
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gy ;—w * [ii : Take but a featare 
of his picture, and what a ſubject for admi- 


ration I Take the whole, and we are loſt 
in gratitude and love. 


But is goodneſs of ſuck purity expected 
from mankind? No, no, my brethren. 
Our divine ruler doth not ſo ſeverely exact, 
from the inequality of his ſubjects. No 
more doth khe require from us, than we 
have capacity to perform. Nay ourſelves 
are made the judges of the tax he impoſes. 
We are commanded to deal by others, but 
as we with they, in like caſe, ſhould mini- 
ſter to us.— With what appetite, churliſh 
glutton, can you fit down to feaſting, and 
ſee famine at your window raging "for a 
crumb / Chriſtians! mark me well! The 
God of heaven will not be mocked. In 
vain are all your prayers, in vain are all 
your tears, / vain is all 1 attention to the exter= 
nals of religion, 1b treat not others with 


beneficence, when we pine for! it ourſelves. 
Come 
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Come hither, calculation, with thy pen! 
and I will ſhew thee, though uſur y be thy 
guide, that charity gives an intereſt would 
beggar prodigality, and tire avarice itſelf 
in the happineſs of hoarding. Chearfully 
lend thy mite, cautious niggard, to the 
poor, and give a looſe to appetite in re- 
turn for thy loan !—Will an hundred fold 
appeaſe thee ? Thou noddeſt diſcontent. 
Take thouſands, then, and thouſands ſu- 
peradded, and if ill thou art diſſatisfied, 
let numeration be exhauſted, by the gredi- 
neſs of wiſh! Let Methuſalah's be your 
years, and counting be their buſineſs, cha- 
rity is till offering, and makes her premi- 
um bear the character of immenſity at laſt; 
and to ſecure you your poſſeſſion, ſhe - 
ſtamps her ſcal of life. This earth,-yon 
ſun,-the firmament itſelf will be enwrapt 
with flames. Yet till the deed of charity 
endures the conflagration ; and bears your 
title unimpeached & the judgement ſeat of 
God, SI 
Bre- 


tat 1 


Brethren! Let not the pride of life lead 
you to deception | It is good for you to en- 
ter into the chambers of humiliation; and 
draw with ſober hand, the curtain of diſ- 
eaſe.— Vonder is the apartment of dying 
avarice, Heavens! What a ſcene of har- 
ror is preſent to us now. It is a ſhipwreck 
among favages. There is not an eye, but 
darts deſtruction on the ſtruggler for exi- 
ſtence; while he ſees his treaſures fink be- 
fore him to give bitterneſs to gall. —Chriſt- 
ans! had this man charity, he had not 
been ſo loſt in the hour of diſtreſs. But let 
us turn from a fight ſo /hocking to humanity, 
to contemplate the moments of the good 
man's death. He feareth not the loſs of 
worldly poſſeſſions; his ſtores are long laid 
up "whither himſelf is now aſcending. 
Should we wonder that ſerenity fits ſmiling 
on his brow! Satisfied that this was not 
the place of his abiding, he carries his cre- 
dentials to eternity itſelf. The dried-up 
tears of widows,-the ſupprefled cries of 
orphans,-the ſatiated crayings of the hun- 

| C gry, 
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gry, -and the bleſſings of him that raged 
with the violence of thirſt—theſe, theſe 
are his title deeds to the inheritance of glory, 
and fill him with rcfignation to the fum- 
mons of his God. The departure of this, 
man calls to mind an epitaph, faid to be 
* . * Es ” {< 
inſcribed on the ſepulchre of Dionyfias of 
Athens. He hath transferred his wealth to 
| Heaven by his charity, and is gone to take 
pofſoſſion. —— And we too, my brethren, 
| | . 4A ; 
had our Diony ſias. Had Pardon 
the weakneſs of your Preacher! But zs 
it an infirmity to weep Ii loſs, whoſe bleſ- 
„ 
—:: — ͤ ͤ K 
* While the author was compoſing this diſcourſe, he 
| received an account. of the death of a moſt valued friend, 
and obeying the impulſe of his feelings on the occaſion, he 
expreſſed them. He no lets the paſſage ſtand, not only 
as a juſt tribute of his own grief, but in compliment to the 
ſympathetic tears of a crowded auditory, to whom it was 
unneceſſary to name the loſs alluded to, though, perhaps, 
it may gratify the benevolent ſtranger to be informed, that 
the worthy friend thus ſpoken of, was VINCENT C aMm- 
PART, Eſq. late of Charlotte- Row, Marylebone, whole 
memory will ever be regretted, while genuine philanthropy 


bears value among Men, 


E 


ſing never dropped without a tear upon the 
poor. — Humanity !—hadſt thou failings, 
they are buried in the duſt.—Thy virtues 


gratitude has written here, but charity has 


graven the catalogue in Heaven. 


How ſupreme is his felicity, who, with 
Dionylias, truly merits ſuch a tribute to his 
name What to this is all the pageantry 
of mourning ?=its eſcutcheons,—its ſables,— 
and its plumes. Away you ſimulars with 
your mockery of woe ive me the 
widow's tear, wouldſt thou embalm the 
dead! Let the cries of the fatherleſs 
pierce the air for their benefactor; or, 
whelmed with their grief, let the children 
of want Hand dumb before his tomb ] 


But it is not in the hour of diflolution, 
nor in the triumphs of the grave, that cha- 
rity exalts us, —lIt is the ſtaff on which we 
lean in every wearineſs of life: Does thy 
Journey fatigue thee, though rolling in thy 
chariot ?—Support kumility ffainting, while 

2 he 


. 


** 


1 = "_ 
5 F ˙ I EO T ESP = 


* . = 


— — 


[16] > 


he urges his on foot. Do the pain* of thy 
diſorder brave the wiſdom of the ſkilful ? 
Stretch thy medicine to him, who is deſtitute 
of help!—l1s thy palace invaded by the ty- 
rant of terrors? Stop the ravages he com- 
mitteth in the cot without defence ! Chari- 
ty Thou art, indeed, the balm of life! 
that ſympathetic balm, which applied to 
others grief, never faileth to alleviate the 
evils on ourſolves. 


Let us now, my beloved, apply theſe 
ſalutary truths to the occaſion, which has 
principally given riſe to my preſent exhor- 
tation! | 


If alms giving to our fellow creatures 
for the ſupport of bodily infirmities, and 
the ſupply of worldly want. If temporary 
ſuccour to the neceſſitous be thus efficaci- 
ous in the fight of divine goodnefs, how 
much more meritorious muſt thoſe humane 
offices be, which are directed not mere- 
ly to the rclief of tranſitory diſtreſs, but to 

| the 


1 

the ſalvation of that life, whoſe duration 
knows no end. With what confidence ſhall 
we pray to our heavenly Father for our 
daily bread, and refuſe the manna of the 
goſpel to our brother, who hath need ?— 
And yet, lamentable my brethren, is the 
fact, that in one of the moſt populous and 
and opulent of our pariſhes, the accommo- 
dation of the poor in the places of public 
worſhip is utterly neglected. Mary. le- 
bone hath nothing ſhort of ſix and thirty 
thouſand ſouls, yet, of a multitude fo nu- 
merous not five hundred, from the confi- 
ned ſtructure of the pariſh church, can 
congregate. Thus excluded from the be- 
nefits, which the ample endowments of 
our religion, were intended to diſpenſe, 
in wideſt latitude of benevolence, how 1s 
it the enormous ſuperfluity remains? Me- 
lancholy is the view! The profligate, 
whom ſhame might hold to duty, were 
they enabled to diſcharge it, ſeize eagerly 
on the plea, which this negligence affords 
them. They tell you, they are defirous of 
| attend- 


en 


attending public worſhip, but they ſhew 
you the impotlibility from the ſcantineſs of 
room. Let thoſe, who give ſuch unhappy 
people this apology for irreligion, ſearch 
their conſcience for reply to the ſcandal, if 
they can, It is my part to lament, what I 
own, Icannot anſwer. 1 5 | 


But there are others of this excluded 
number, that more immediately claim at- 
tention, as they ſeem anxioully to ſeek it. 
It is the poor, I mean, my brethren, the 
poor, who hunger and thirſt after righte- 
ouſneſs, and, who ſtrain every effort of 
ability to attain it. It is on them, I am ſolici- 
tous to fix the eye of your humanity. 


As a remedy for the evil, which I have 
now been expoſing to you, Chapels for di- 
vine ſervice have been erected in thoſe pa- 
riſhes, which have been ſo unhappily im- 
provident in the ſtructure of their Churches! 
But is this a remedy ?—Alas! my friends, 
far from it. Who are they among the 

clergy, 
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clergy, that officiate in theſe Chapels ?— 
Not the beneficed, not the opulent, but 
the unprovided and the poor: And the 
conſequence is natural.—If the poor paſtor, 
amid all the embarraſſments, that. entangle 
the domeftic ſteps of want, ſtill urges his 
way to fill his ſacred office, and feed his 
hungry flock, is it reaſonable he ſhould 
return to his little ſhed, without ſome re- 
compence for his care ? Yet this is but the 
ſmalleſt claim upon the Chapel. The Ar- 
chite& muſt have returns for his building, 


and the owner for the ground, on which 


it ſtands. And how are theſe demands to 
be diſcharged Why truly by parcelling 
out for hire the accommodations of the 


| houſe of God ! 


And, if a ſufficiency to anſwer theſe ex- 
pences will permit the poor neighbourhood 
a precarious admiſſion into theſe temples, 
even this flender good, the avarice of Cha- 
pel-mongers deſtroys. By enereaſing the 
number of theſe buildings, they think they 

are 
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are adding to their unworthy wealth, when, 
in fact, they do nothing but diminiſh it. 
Yet if theirs were the only loſs an this oc- 


caſion; a good man would rather rejoice 


at their puniſhment, than pity their diſtreſs. 
But it is the poor ultimately that ſuffer by 
this-What fitter term can I give it, than 
Simony itſell. Congregations are ſplit, and 
the expences have, ofcourſe, no fund. — 
What could ſcarcely ſupport one Chapel 
cannot ſurely, when divided, be adequate 
to more. Some muſt fall, therefore, to de- 
cay. In ſuch event, the poor will be the 
only ſufferers, as the rich have the means 
of indulging their convenience, be diſtance 
or expence, as extenſive as they may 


Beſides, heavy as the double burden of 
Church rates and Chapelry are together, it 
cannot be expected, that the moſt generous 
few ſhould be able to bear the grievances, 
which this impious traffic of the Chapel- 
mongers has laid upon you all, 


For 
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For my own part, you are all my witneſ- 
ſes with what pains, I have contributed to 
the eſtabliſhment of this place of worſhip ; 
and with what zeal, I] have endeavoured to 
make it uſeful to its attendants. Nor has 
lucre been the object of my care. Here, 
indeed, it would be vanity to expect 
it —My views were loving kindneſs 
unallayed. 1 have, for almoſt four years, 
ſtruggled with the embarraſiments of an 
unprovided Clergyman, to remain among 
a people, whom I tenderly regard. The 
preſſure of the times, with the ſuperadded 
grievance, I have juſt mentioned, fill me 
with apprehenſion; leſt it prove impoſſible 
I ſhould continue my exertions any longer. 
However, whilſt thzs fold can afford ſhelter, 
the ſbepherd will not quit his flock: As 
to my own feelings, on this occafion, if 
decency had not countenanced their ap- 
pearance, prudence would have found it 
not eaſy to repreſs them. All of you I love 
with the tenderneſs of a paſtor; and to 
ſome of you I am bound by gratefulleft 
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affection of a friend. There is not an in- 
ſtant, that I contemplate the comforts of 
my little ones, which brings not to my mind 
thoſe, who bleſſed them with a roof. But 
not on me or my concerns, wafte the at- 
tention of a moment. —Again and again, 
let me hold up to your conſideration that, 
which I would have the only object of your 
care. 


It is not merely temporal, but eternal 
welfare alſo, that I would commit to the 


ſalutary foſtering of your hand. 


Happy, indeed, would it be, if the opu- 
lent of the Clergy would make this applica- 
tion, unneceſſary to day; and as God has 


enabled them to miniſter without hire that 


they would freely for fuch bounty give his 
goipel to the poor. This would be com- 
fortable to the word of life itſelf. 70 
every one, that thirſteth, come ye, buy 
and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk 


without money, and without price.” But 
| this 
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this bleſſed conduct, how deſirable ſoever, 
we ſee no reaſon to expect. 


For the preſent complaint, ſome worthy 
friends, whom I have here the happineſs 
of ſeeing, have ſuggeſted this charity as a 
temporary relief till the wiſdom of govern- 
ment, or ſome ſuch permanent aſſiſtance 

D 2 can 


* There cannot ſurely be a greater grievance in a civili . 
zed ſtate, than the monſtrous inequality obſervable in the 
diſtribution of the revenues of the Church. That one or 
two men may riot in luxury, and wanton on the fat of the 
land, hundreds employed in the miniſtry of the goſpel, who 
are not xominal labourers in the vineyard of Chriſt, but in- 
ceſlant in the diſcharge of their important duties, muſt ſhift 
as they may for a pitiſul ſubſiſtence. But great as this evil 
is, it is yet buta ſmall part of an opprobrium, of which no 
country in Europe furniſhes ſo ſhameful an inſtance as our 
own. A circle of duty is given to one man, which would 
require the zeal of ten to fulfil with any efficacy 3 and yet 
weighty as this taſk is, inſtead of dividing it, the lazy 
principal will throw his burden wholly on the ſhoulders of a 
wretched deputy, who for a miſerable pittance of perhaps a 
twentieth of the ample endowment of his haughty employer, 
drudges through his buſineſs, rather to the injury of religion, 
than the ſmalleſt edification. For what avails the recom- 
mendation of benevolence, or of equity from the pulpit, to 


( 22, ] 


can be had for the removal of an evil, at 
once ſo ſcandalous, and deſtructive. If 
tnis, my brethren, ſhould fail——but in 
ſuch a caſe, can I fear ſucceſs? Is it not 

| the 


2 congregation, who obſerve ſo little of either in the con- 
duct of their paſtors, even among themſelves. Beſides, 
what notion can a poor man entertain of the honeſty of a 
demand, where no ſervice has been done; and where in- 
deed it is impoſlible any could have been performed. Such, 
for inſtance, is the caſe of the pariſh of St. Mary-le-bone, 
All the pariſhioners of hat extenſive circle muſt ſatisfy pariſh 
dues, and other incidental claims; and yet, not a fortieth 
part of them do, or can receive from the claimant any man- 
ner of benefit to found the equity of his demand on: and 
Chapels, erected for the purpoſe of eking out the improvi- 
dentſcantineſs of the Church, render this unreaſonable conduct 
the more glaring, inaſmuchas the pariſhioner muſt, in attend- 
ing them, pay #vzce for a ſervice he has received once only. 
Nay be has ſill a greater ill to combat, for ſome 
of theſe Chapels being in the hands of ignorant, griping 
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Lit laymen, they extort on the convenience of the congregation, 
li and as they have the power of ſhutting up theſe edetices at 
Ml their pleaſure, they have, atall times, the means of com- 
: | pelling a compliance with their avarice. Now, if the rich 
þ be thus ſhamefully oppreſſe d, what a melancholy picture 


may we not form of the diſtreſſes of the poor.— 
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| Were, indeed, all theſe ſupplementary ſtructures in ſuch 
0 | hands as the worthy Nobleman's, who owns ſome of them 
| I 
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che poor, that I am pleading for And 
does not the name of Jeſus ſanction my 


petition? 
The houſe of prayer is the dwelling of the 
Almighty. For though the mind graſpes 


in this pariſh, there would be little or no neceſſity to men- 
tion the miſchiefs, we are now ſpeaking of: But as matters 
are at preſent ſituate, they call loudly for redreſs. In 
truth, taking the whole of theſe complaints into conſidera- 
tion, we can by no meuns be aſtoniſhed at the enormous de- 
fection from the eſtabli ſhedChurch, ſo very remarkable in lat 
ter times: Yet great as the evil is, analogy affords us a hint 
for its deſtruction, When private property has interfered 
with the welfare of the public, the legiſlature has removed 
the grievance on a compenſation to the individual, whoſe 
rights it was then under the neceſſity of invading. Such 
was lately its conduct in regard to the iſle of Man, for the 
benefit of commerce. And with great humility, it is ſug- 
geſted, a like conduct might be obſerved for the advantage 
of religion, in reſcuing the concerns of the Church out of 
thoſe hands, into which they have fallen ſo improperly: And 
never ſurely can there be a period more favourable to a re- 
form of this nature than the preſent, when the dignities of 
the church are filled by men, whoſe genius and learning 
would add luſtre to the moſt poliſhed æra of the heathen 
world, while their piety would diſtinguiſh them amid the 
pureſt virtues of primitive Chriſtianity, From qualificati+ 
ons of ſuch excellence, what aids might not be expected for 
the completion of a work ſo devoutly to be wiſhed by every 
friend to religion, and the deareſt intereſts of mankind. 
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not the plentitude of his preſence; 
though we fly to higheſt Heaven, and 
God be there, and plunge to deepeſt 
Hell, and he be there alſo; though the 
expanſe of nature be the Lord's canopy 
and the univerſe be rejoiced at the efful- 
gence of his aſpect, yet within theſe ſacred 
walls he peculiarly loves to ſhiae, 


It is here, he delights to ſhow the ſplen- 
dors of his treaſure; it is here he ſhowers 
the choiceſt bleſſings of his grace, When 
you aſſemble here, my friends, you are 
the gueſts of your Creator; and the feaſt 
he ſets before you is the banquet of the 
ſaints. It is this feaſt, that I would entreat 


vou to impart to your poor neighbours, 


and I call upon your gratitude to comply 
with my deſire. Here,—where ſo often 
you experience Heaven's bounty; kere— 
you are now met, to prove your merit of the 


gift.— This is not any longer the theatre of 


plenty.—Indigence fits to day in the man- 
ſion of your God, —And ſee! the Deity him- 
ſelf 


„ 


ſelf condeſcends to be your ſuitors ! — Jeſus, 


my dear Chriſtians, is the advocate of 


Want. 


God of glory! what a ſight doſt thou 
preſent to us this moment, —ſtooping from 
high Heaven to ſupplicate from man! 
Behold your dying Saviour, beſpeaking 
your attention From the croſs he addreſ- 
| ſes you in the ebbing of his life! What 
anguiſh overſpreads his face, yet what be- 
nevolence beameth from his eye !—His 
parched tongue ſcarce gives him, to pour 
out his whole heart. For your ſakes, 
« ſinners, I am ſuffering all you ſee, and 
6 ſtill to greater do I haſten for your deli- 
% yerance from the grave from miſeries, 
ce that but to think of, would harrow up 
ce your ſouls. But not to ſave you only, do 
« | ſubmit to this croſs, I die, ſons of 
« Adam, not merely that you ſhould live. — 
die, that you ſhould ſtand in that pre- 
* ſence, which is fullneſs of joy, and at 
lis right hand, where there are pleaſures 

for 
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“for evermore, —pleaſures, which eye 
* hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
e hath it entered into the heart of man to 
* conceive, —Yet from all this happineſs I 
« deſcended, that through my ſacrifice, you 
* might be admitted to its perfect enjoy- 
ment; and for all this exuberance of affec- 
* tzon, the only return I defire, is,—that ye 
ce [ove one another Love one another,— 
« by this mangled body, I adjure you: 
By theſe bloody wounds, which are 


« ſtreaming for your fins dy. this fide, 
« which is pierced for your iniquities by 


© theſe members transfixed for your ſenſua- 

* lities,—and, by the dews of death, now 
< hanging. on my brow,—l beſcech you, 
cc [ove one: another.“ 


By your own eternal wellfare be entreat- 
ed, Chriſtians, to that charity, which 
Jeſus thus feelingly recommends to your 
obſervance. By But to. what end does 


man, preach, it God be diſregarded.  .. 
e ett f HIM 


1 ] 


Yet ſince the God of kindneſs is the God 
of juſtice too, let terror appal, if perſua- 
ſion cannot bend you l And know, that 
there is not a portion of his flock, that go- 
ech aſtray by your uncharitableneſs, that 


will not be imputed to you for 1 in the 
the day of reuibuno— 


Is e a wicked parent vou are he. 
Is there an undutiful child ou are he: 
Is there an unaffectionate brother? V 
are he. Is there a cruel huſband, -a faith- 
leſs wife, —a diſloyal ſubject, — a flander- 
er,—a robber,-a murderer,—all theſe cha- 
racters doth the uncharitable ſuſtain. Not 
a ſin, which the abandoned heart of man 
actuateth to the commiſſion of, through 
your withholding your charity for the dit- 
penſation of God's. word not a fin which 
you might have repelled, by giving your 
fellow creature that ſhield for his de- 
fence, not one, that will not be accounted 
to you, in that dread moment, which de- 
cides your fate for ever and for ever. 
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If the very beſt of us will tremble before 
the judgement feat of God, how will that 
unhappy wretch meet the terrors of his 
trial, Who adds the fins of his neighbour 
to his own criminality !—Thus doubly load- 
ed, the frame of angels is ſhaken for his 
doom !—But, God. of terrors! who can 
ſtand the thunders of thy yoice, while thou 
pronounceſt his tremendous ſentence, 
ly Depart, ye wicked into everlaſting fire 
Prepared for the Devil and his Angels.” 
O my deareſt brethren, let me conjure 
vou (while yet ye may) avoid a judgement 
ſo terxible,-ſuch an extremity of woe.—A 
portion of that ſtore, which heaven has 
provided you, will enſure you with his 
grace, a ſalvation from the gulf. When 
power, and riches, and honour, with all 
this world's goods ſhall be no more; and 
every human being ſhall appear, ſtripped 
of their diſtinctions, before the tribunal of 
the Almighty ;—in that infant, had we 
millions, we would give them for a cover- 
ing to our deformity, from the piercing 

EYE 


2 1] 
eye of God; and yet if we be unprepared for 
this meeting, the fault is all our own, -He 
has thrown his heavenly wardrobe open to - 
our uſe, and we need but ſtretch our hands 
out, and we are cloathed:;—Charity is the 
garment which Heaven doth delight in.— 
Charity which covereth a multitude of fins. - 
There is no one, that God hath not enabled 
to procure” himſelf this robe. The widow 
had it, even for a mite: But here be not 
deceived, —it was not the meanneſs, but 
benevolence of her offering obtained her a 
prize of ſuch eneſtimable worth. To 
whom much is given, from them much 1s 


aſſuredly expected. 


Let it ſink deep into your minds, and let 
your works manifeſt the reality of its pene- 
tration, that kneeling is not prayer, nor are 
uplifted eyes devotion.—* It is not every 
one, that faith unto me, Lord, Lord! 
ſhall enter into the kingdom of Heaven, 
but he that doeth the will of my Father 
who is in-heaven .”—And what the will of 
our heavenly Father is, that I have now 
declared to you. Do 
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Do you commit your whole fortunes to 
the mercy of the elements for a precarious 
return of periſhable wealth, and will you 
not give now a tythe of what you would ad- 
vance, upon the ſtill more precarious ad- 


venture of a lottery, to ſecure, (for here 
is no chance, my brethren, all here is 


certainty) to ſecure, I fay, not only your 
own unbounded welfare, but your fellow 


creatures too, world without end - Give. 


and look with confidence for your reward, 
when, to give, how wiſhed ſoever, will be 
no longer in your power. 


And now, Redeemer of the world, who 
reigneth with the Father in glory everlaſt- 
ing Pour down the influence of thy ſpi- 
rit upon this people, and like a whirlwind, 
tear up mammon by the roots,-then 
plant with bleſfed hand thy charity in its 
ſtead, and, teaching thy ſervants, who are 
this day filled with thy bread, to repleniſh, 
in like manner, the poor, that are without 
thy gate. Make them ' wiſe, that they 

| may 
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* may ſhine as the brightneſs of the fir- 


* mament, and, having turned many to 
c righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for evermore.” 

_ —While Cherubim, and Seraphim in har- 
mony of Heaven, hail with hallelujahs their 
tranſlation to the ſkies ! 
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